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The St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of Toronto inc. (SVGAT) 
KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY INFORMED THROUGH COMMUNICATION 

Quarterly Newsletter          NEW YEAR ISSUE               January 2012 
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Message from the Cordel Telfer, Chair,  

Interim Committee 
 

Greetings and a Happy New Year to all members and 

friends of The St. Vincent and Grenadines Association 

of Toronto.  

 

I am very grateful to have been given the privilege to 

assist the organization during a very tumultuous period. 

With the help of dedicated volunteers who gave 

generously of their time and expertise, we were able to 

preserve the Organization intact. 

 

Under the stewardship of the elected Executive 

Committee of 2011, the Association hosted two of its 

annual activities; the Annual Motherôs Day Brunch and 

the massively successful Vincy Unity Picnic. On its 

own, our resourceful Seniors Group managed to 

organize a bus tour to St. Jacobôs and Elmira and their 

second bus tour in two years.  

 

In keeping with traditions of the Association, the 

Interim Committee organized the activities to mark the 

independence anniversary of our homeland, St. Vincent 

and the Grenadines. Although we experienced a 

significant drop in the number of individuals who 

attended both the Thanksgiving Service and the Dinner 

& Dance, the quality of both events was commendable.  

 

Despite all the challenges we encountered this years, 

we were still able to fulfill our charitable obligations by 

providing assistance to members of our community 

here in Ontario and in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

Thanks to the generosity of our members and Western 

Union Financial Services, two bursaries of $1,000.00 

each were awarded to two post secondary students 

from Ontario, Ms. Onika Forde and Mr. Jamaal Exeter.  

We wish them success in their studies.  

 

We continued our financial support for our two 

adopted primary school students in St. Vincent which 

amounted to $80.00 per month through our Adopt-A-

Child initiative. Your contributions have made it 

possible to brighten the festive season of members here 

in Toronto, where seven families received our 

Christmas Hamper.  Our annual Childrenôs Christmas 

Party, providing gifts and entertainment for over 70 

children under the age of 13. 

 

In September our Association collaborated with other 

member associations of CCAC to host a Seniors 

Information Event where valuable information about 

seniors was provided to them from several agencies 

and government. 

 

We thank our dedicated volunteers who gave selflessly 

of their time, especially committee chairs and 

members. Thanks also to our members who have made 

donations to our events throughout the year and to our 

corporate sponsors for your continued financial 

assistance to our programs. Thanks to all of our 

committee chairs and their committee members, for 

without you, the organization could not function. 

 

Best Wishes to all. 
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ANNUAL  GENERAL MEETING NOTICE  
 

Financial members of the St. Vincent and Grenadines 

Association of Toronto and other interested persons 

are hereby notified of the Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) of the Association to be held on Sunday, 

January 29 from 4:00 p.m. at Northwood Community 

Centre, 15 Clubhouse Court, Toronto.   

 

The AGM is usually to review the activities of the 

Association for the previous year and to elect a new 

leadership team for the current year. 
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Childrenôs Christmas Party 
Over 70 children were treated with presents and 

entertainment just before Christmas at Grandravine 

Community Centre as the Association hosted its annual 

Childrenôs Christmas Party.   Many thanks to Mr.  Allan 

Austin for coordinating the event.  Thanks also to Mr. 

Theron Cumberbatch for performing the role of Santa Claus 

and to the many others who volunteered their time to put 

smiles on the faces of our young children.   
 

The Interim Committee further expresses its gratitude to 

Mrs. Joan Alexander for her usual contribution of the cake 

for the party and to all others who contributed to make the 

event successful and memorable.  See pictures on Page 3. 
 

Christmas Hamper Outreach Project 
Since 1989 the Association has annually been assisting 

families and individuals in our community with the 

provision of food hampers to assist them over the Christmas 

holidays.  This past Christmas, through the generous 

donations of some companies and individuals seven such 

packages were made available to families.  The packages 

included a food basket containing some basic food items, a 

Caribbean Christmas Cake along with $50.00 in cash which 

was intended for use to purchase other personal material. 
 

The cash contributions made by some individuals and 

families who wish to remain anonymous as well as the 

contributions by Pine Ridge Memorial Gardens and Grace 

Kennedy Money Services significantly assisted the initiative. 
 

The Interim Committee herewith expresses its gratitude to 

those who contributed financially, to those who provided the 

names of the deserving recipients and the community on a 

whole for its continued support of this program. 
 

Council of Caribbean Associations Canada (CCAC) 
The Council of Caribbean Associations ï Canada of which 

St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of Toronto is a 

founding member recently held elections for a two year 

term.  The new executive includes Ms Frances Delsol of the 

Commonwealth of Dominica Ontario Association as 

President; Mr. Ross Cadasse of St. Lucia Toronto 

Association as Vice President; Mr. Randolph Edmead of St. 

Kitts Canadian Association of Toronto as Secretary; Mrs. 

Marilyn Daniel-Awong of Trinidad & Tobago Ontario 

Association as Public Relations Officer; and Mr. Gideon 

Exeter of St. Vincent and the Grenadines Association of 

Toronto as Treasurer. 
 

Each member association of CCAC is entitled to three 

representatives on the Council.  At this time, our Association 

is represented on the Council by Mr. Ivan Richards and Mr. 

Gideon Exeter.  SVGAT is to name another representative.  

 

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 
The Association will hold its Annual General Meeting on 

Sunday, January 29, 2012 from 4:00 p.m. at Northwood 

Community Centre, 15 Clubhouse Court, Toronto.  The 

AGM is usually held to review the activities of the 

Association over the previous year and to elect a new 

leadership team.  All financial members, prospective 

members and members of our community who have an 

interest in the affairs of the Association are invited to attend. 

 

Many of us feel that the Association serves a good purpose 

in our community and therefore justify its existence.  In 

order for the organization to continue to serve the 

community, improve its service to the community and to the 

country of Canada on a whole we need persons to serve in 

leadership positions. 

 

A number of persons use varying reasons including 

dissatisfaction about the manner in which the Association is 

run and in the behaviour of some persons involved as a 

means of not getting involved.  Some of those persons state 

that when things change they will become involved.  There 

is an old saying that change takes place from inside and not 

from outside so if you would like to see improvement in the 

Association and your community we urge you to come 

forward and serve.    

 

Constitution Amendment 
The Association continues its drive to revise the constitution 

which was originally written in 1970.  After several 

meetings it appears as though we are close to finalizing the 

changes.  A meeting was held in November and another is 

scheduled for just about the time that this newsletter is being 

released.  It is hoped that all amendments will be ratified 

soon. 

 

Following the adoption of the revised constitution 

discussions will begin on the Policies and Procedures 

document, an accompanying document to the constitution. 

 

 

The Interim Committee 

St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of 

Toronto Inc. 

 

Chair:  Mr. Cordel Telfer  

Tel: 647-717-9731 

Secretary:  Mr. Glendon Carmichael 

Tel: 416-321-9029 

Treasurer:  Mr. Dennis Bucchan 

Tel: 905-477-6628 

Committee Members: 

Ms Cornetta Mason 

Tel: 416 247-8155 

Mr. Allan Austin  

Tel: 416-510-2889 Insight is compiled and designed Gideon Exeter with 

assistance from Cordel Telfer and Glendon Carmichael. 
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Pictures from the 2011 Childrenôs Christmas Party 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities prior to Santaôs Arrival 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TORONTO CONSULATE OFFICE  
 

Consulate of St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

333 Wilson Avenue, Suite 601 

Toronto, Ontario, M3H 1T2 
 

Mr. Steve O. Phillips  
Consul General  

 

Tel: (416) 398 -4277         Fax (416) 398 -4199  

Email: consulategeneral@rogers.com 

 

 

 
 

 
416 391 1410 

 

 

ǒ 
Call us for all of your travel needs. 

ǒ 

Flights + Hotels + Rail + Cruises 
Funeral Travel Arranged 

 

 
23 Lesmill Road, Suite 105 

Toronto, Canada 
holidays@professionaltravel.ca 

 

 
 

JIM LEWIS  
 416-459-2462 

 

Conscious Vibes 
Mondays : 4:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. 

(Jim Lewis and Kevin Padmore) 
 

News 

Make a contribution to the Association 
Your donation to any of the following will  help the Association meet its objectives: the Emergency Fund, the 

Scholarship Fund, the Adopt-A-Child Program, the Children's Christmas Party, and the Christmas Hamper to those 

less fortunate and/or to General Operating Funds.  
 

SHARE YOUR ARTICLES IN INSIGHT  
 
If you have an article or story you would like to share 

with other readers in Insight, we ask that you contact 

members of the Executive Committee by email to 

svgat@vincytoronto.com. 

 

The next issue of Insight is due out in early April  so your 

article should be submitted by the middle of March. 

mailto:consulategeneral@rogers.com
mailto:svgat@vincytoronto.com
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IMPORTANT 2012 DATES 
 

This year is a Leap Year.  
 

February 20 ï Family Day, Ontario 

February 20 & 21 ï Carnival in Trinidad & Tobago 

March 11 ï Day Light Saving Time Begins 

March 20 ï First Day of Spring 

April 8 ï Easter Day 

May 13 ï Mothersô Day 

June 17 ï Fathersô Day 

June 20 ï First Day of Summer 

June 29 to July 10 ï Vincy Mas 

July 21 ï Vincy Unity Picnic 

August 3 to 6 ï Caribana Weekend 

September 9 ï Grandparentsô Day 

September 22 ï First Day of Fall 

October 8 ï Thanksgiving Day 

October 27 ï SVG Independence Anniversary 

November 12 ï Day Light Saving End 

December 21 ï First Day of Winter 
 

 

ST. VINCENT AND GRENADINES ASSOCIATION OF TORONTO INC.  

TENTATIVE CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 201 2 
 

Sunday, January 29 Annual General Meeting  Northwood Community Centre 

Sunday, February 26 Monthly General Meeting  Northwood Community Centre  

Sunday, March 25 Monthly General Meeting  Northwood Community Centre 

Sunday, April 29  Monthly General Meeting  Northwood Community Centre 

Sunday, May 13  Annual Mothersô Day Dinner TBA 

Sunday, May 27  Monthly General Meeting  Northwood Community Centre 

Sunday, June 24  Monthly General Meeting  Northwood Community Centre 

Saturday, July 21  Vincy Unity Picnic  Brownôs Bay Provincial Park, 1000 Islands 

Sunday, July 29  Monthly General Meeting  Northwood Community Centre 

Sunday, August 26 Monthly General Meeting  Northwood Community Centre 

Sunday, September 30 Monthly General Meeting  Northwood Community Centre 

Sunday, October 21 Thanksgiving Church Service TBA  

Saturday, October 27 Independence Banquet  TBA 

Sunday, October 28 Community Discussions  York Civic Centre 

Sunday, November 25 Monthly General Meeting  Northwood Community Centre 

Sunday, December 16 Childrenôs Christmas Party Northwood Community Centre 

December 20 ï 23 Christmas Hamper Outreach Distribution of Hampers to Less Fortunate 

 

Addresses & Directions: 
 

Northwood Community Centre, 15 Clubhouse Court, (off Arleta between Keele & Jane Streets) 

York Civic Centre, 2700 Eglinton Avenue West @ Keele Street 

 

 

 

Specializing In 

 

Bread       Cakes       Pastries      Snacks     

Take-Out 
 

 

We Also Cater To Your Special Needs! 
 

 

2256 Birchmount Road (South of Sheppard) 

Scarborough, Ontario, M1P 2M2 

Tel: 416-754-3854 
 

Join other Vincies in Toronto for the celebration of our nationõs Independence Anniversary during 

October 21 to 28.  Details to follow later. 
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(Courtesy of Searchlight & The Vincentian Newspaper, SVG) 

 
Royal Caribbean offers first cruises to St. Vincent and 

the Grenadines 

Royal Caribbean has begun selling cruises to the Caribbean 

island of St. Vincent -- a first for the 42-year-old company. 

 

The line's 2,000-passenger Vision of the Seas will visit the 

destination as part of new 11-night Southern Caribbean 

voyages out of Fort Lauderdale scheduled for Dec. 3, Dec. 

24 and Feb. 4, 2013. 

 

Throne Speech 

His Excellency Sir Frederick Ballantyne, GCMG, MD, 

Governor General of St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

delivered the Throne Speech to open the Second Session of 

the Ninth Parliament in Kingstown on Monday, January 09, 

2012 during which the accomplishments of previous years 

and plans for 2012 and future years were outlined.  For a full 

view of the speech please visit our website, 

www.vincytoronto.com. 

 

Intern ational Garifuna Center for SVG  

Two more chapters of the fascinating story of the Garifuna 

civilization will be written in St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

this year, when the Garifuna Heritage foundation embarks on 

two historic projects. 

 

The projects are the opening of the International Garifuna 

Centre next month and the staging of the first ever 

International Garifuna Conference, Art and Cultural 

Exhibition, film series and Garifuna marketplace on 

Saturday, March 10th at the Peace Memorial Hall. 

 

SVG strengthening ties with the Arab world 

This country is building its relations with the Arab world, 

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves told the state-owned 

National Broadcasting Corporation (NBC) on Monday. 

 

Dr. Gonsalves made a 15-day trip over the Christmas 

holidays that saw him worshiping in Bethlehem on 

Christmas Day.  St. Vincent and the Grenadines is among 

Caribbean Community nations that recognize the Palestinian 

state. 

 

The Vincentian leader has held talks with Mahmoud Abbas, 

his counterpart from the Palestinian Authority.  ñWe are 

building our relations with the Arab world. As you know we 

have good relations with Kuwait, Qatar, we have an 

honorary consul in Egypt, we have relations with Morocco 

and Iran, and then, of course, we also have good relations 

with Israel, and we are seeking to build bridges where 

possible and see after the interest of St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines in addition to world peace,ò  

 
 

 

SVG named as a Top Tourism Destination 
Despite international nods for being a top tourism 

destination for 2012, the Chief Executive officer of the St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines Tourism Authority (SVGTA), 

Mr. Glen Beache says that this country has a long way to go 

and Vincentians should not rest on their laurels in spite of 

the designation. 

 

At the end of 2011, St. Vincent and the Grenadines was 

listed in third and fifth positions by the media outlets among 

the worldôs top destinations for 2012. 

 

Dr. Gonsalves Drops Defamation Cases 

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves has decided to 

withdraw two defamation cases he had brought against 

members of the opposition New Democratic Party (NDP). 

 

On January 11, just before debate on the 2012 Budget 

wrapped up for the day, the Prime Minister announced to the 

nation that he intended to instruct his lawyers not to proceed 

with High Court judgments in his favour, in separate 

defamation suits against Leader of the Opposition Arnhim 

Eustace and Member for West Kingstown Daniel 

Cummings. 

 

In an interview with SEARCHLIGHT after the adjournment, 

the Prime Minister said he decided to discontinue with the 

cases because he wanted to make a personal gesture in the 

efforts towards national reconciliation. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
OBSERVATIONS     by Glendon Carmichael 

 

For the last several years the respectability of a prestigious 

organization, the St. Vincent and Grenadines Association of 

Toronto (SVGAT), has been in a constant state of erosion.  

 

For too long, dedicated, well-meaning members of the 

Association, including some executive members at various 

times, remained indifferent while a remarkably few 

individuals with little or no respect for their fellow members 

persist with behaviors which should not be tolerated under 

any circumstances. We the vast majority deluded ourselves 

that this repulsive behavior would eventually run its course 

without bold, corrective action on the part of the 

membership as a whole. WISHFUL THINKING 

 

Ironically, the rapid and seemingly deliberate destruction of 

our organization is being perpetrated under the guise of 

patriotism. Yet, the people most affected are unfortunate 

fellow Vincentians who require our assistance. The most 

prominent feature of the SVGAT is, and always has been our 

commitment to charity. The beneficiaries of our efforts are 

individuals and families who experience hard times. We are 

also firmly committed to promoting education of our youth. 

The Association needs all the help it can get. 

 
There is no doubt that a significant number of supporters of 

SVGAT including former members are disturbed by recent 

developments. It is likely that their personal circumstances 

restrict their ability to participate in moving the Association 

forward.                                         (Continues on Page 11) 

Please support our advertisers when possible. 

http://www.vincytoronto.com/
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For more information contact: 

Ronald Crichton 
VEGETRON INC., 12-3400 14th Ave, Markham, ON, L3R 0H7 

 Phone: 905-479-3548,  FAX: 905-479-3414 
www.goldenbanana.ca   Email: vegetron@rogers.com 

KLC / EASTERN CARIBBEAN FREIGHT LINES  

 

Your Gateway to the Caribbean since 1982 

Direct weekly service to 

 

 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

           
St. Lucia         Trinidad      Barbados 

We provide complete packaging and shipping of 

personal and household effects, barrels, vehicles, 

crates and full container loads. 

For further information and rates, please contact us 

at: 
Office ï (416) 759-2736 or Warehouse (416) 291-6733 

 

Email:  klcfreight@rogers.com 
50 Tiffield Road, Unit 15 

(Middlefield & Finch) 

Scarborough, Ontario, M1V 5B7 

 

ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES  

TOURISM OFFICES 
 

Head Office: Cruise Ship Terminal,  

P.O. Box 834, Kingstown,  

St. Vincent and the Grenadines  

Tel: (784) 457-1502 Å Fax: (784) 451-2425  

E-mail: tourism@caribsurf.com  
 

Canada 

Consulate of St. Vincent and the Grenadines  

333 Wilson Avenue, Suite 601, Toronto, Ontario, M3H 1T2, 

Canada Tel: (416) 398-4277 Å Fax: (416) 398-4199  

Email: svgtourismtoronto@rogers.com  
 

United States 
St. Vincent & The Grenadines Tourist Office 801 2nd Ave-

nue, 21st floor, New York, N.Y. 10017, U.S.A. Tel: (212) 687-

4981 or (800) 729-1726; Fax: (212) 949-5946   

E-mail: svgtony@aol.com 

 

 

 

 Membership Has Its Rewards    
Through the Arbor Alliance Program offered by Memorial 

Gardens Canada financial members of St. Vincent and  

Grenadines Association of Toronto Inc. (SVGAT) and their 

families are eligible for preferential pricing on cemetery and 

funeral services and products.  Financial members and their 

immediate family are eligible for a 10% discount on products 

and services when pre-purchased, and a 5% discount when 

purchased at the time of need at any of the companyôs funeral 

homes or cemeteries. 

Planning ahead allows you to enhance your familyôs security, 

spare them unnecessary emotional strain, and potentially save 

them hundreds, even thousands of dollars. 

To find out more about the Arbor Alliance Program please 

contact any member of the SVGAT executive or Gideon 

Exeter of Pine Ridge Memorial Gardens by email at 

gexeter@arbormemorial.com or phone 416-992-4253. 

 

http://www.goldenbanana.ca/
mailto:vegetron@rogers.com
mailto:klcfreight@rogers.com
mailto:svgtourismtoronto@rogers.com
mailto:svgtony@aol.com
mailto:gexeter@arbormemorial.com
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St. Vincent and the Grenadines ï A Tourism 

Perspective 
 

Home, to many of us, a second home to others, the only 

home some us know, and visited by a relatively small 

number of touristsé our secret may not be able to be 

contained much longer. Tourism officials predict that St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines is on the verge of becoming one 

of the most demanded destinations in the Caribbean. 

 

We have to admit that with 32 unique islands and cays, 

thousands of shades to blue pristine waters, both black and 

white sand beaches, intimate accommodations of all kinds, 

some of the most friendly hosts one can find, unsurpassed 

sailing, undeniably fantastic diving, cultural festivals, 

breathtaking topographyé (And I can go on), we have a 

product that not many can resist. 

 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines has seen a steady growth in 

our tourism numbers from Canada with over 7,200 visitors 

arriving on our shores in 2010, despite a worldwide financial 

crisis. This figure is up over 5% from 2009, amidst a 

decrease in total visitors of 3.9%. I urge you to continue to 

recommend our destination to your friends as you are all 

tourism ambassadors for your country of which I know you 

are all proud. With the tourism sector as a major contributor 

to the GDP, we all have a role to play to ensure a bright 

future for our country. 

 

The opening of the 240 million dollar Argyle International 

Airport in early 2014 will signal a new era in tourism 

development and arrivals in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

We also expect to see agricultural exports soar and 

investment in the country increase, as the current airport 

location and design prohibit planes from carrying cargo to 

capacity, making imports and exports more expensive. The 

airport project broke ground on August 13, 2008, and with 

the earthworks near complete; the paving of the runway and 

aprons should begin shortly. The construction of the terminal 

building has started and is designed to handle about 1.4 

million passengers per year, more than five times the 

capacity of E T Joshua Airport. The airport will facilitate jets 

as large as the Boeing 747-400s. 

 

The Tourism Authority which started operation in 2009 is 

responsible for all tourism related marketing of the 

destination as well as marketing the Argyle International 

Airport. Ongoing talks are being held with all major 

international airline carriers and when the new airport opens, 

we expect to see at least one major airline from each of our 

three key gateways in Canada, the United States and the 

United Kingdom landing on our shores. 

  

Last year, the multimillion dollar Buccament Bay Resort was 

opened on St. Vincent complete with a Pat Cash Tennis 

Academy, a Liverpool Football Club Soccer School, a 

Harlequin Performing Arts Academy and Spa treatments by 

ESPA. Currently housing 90 villas with 1, 2 and 4 bedrooms 

each, a full complement of 1,000 rooms should be ready to 

coincide with the opening of  Argyle International Airport.  

Petit St. Vincent Resort changed hands and went through 

major renovations with refurbished cottages, a Hillside Spa 

and new Beachside Restaurant. Renovations are underway at 

Canouan Bay Resort (formerly Raffles Resort) and Bequia 

Beach Hotel added a new block of rooms. New 

developments are scheduled to start on Mayreau and Bequia 

will see a 23% increase in cruise ship visits for this winter 

season. Our Hospitality Institute is in the works and the new 

European Union funded refurbished sites across the country 

are ready to greet everyone. 

 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines has received many awards 

over the years, but our two latest endorsements are the best 

New Yearôs gifts everé3rd Hottest Travel Destination Of 

2012 by Travel + Leisure  and 5th In World's T op 

Destinations For 2012 by CNN.com. We at the Tourism 

Authority and Ministry of Tourism are ecstatic! 

Undoubtedly, we are on the right path. Let us continue to 

promote St. Vincent and the Grenadines as much as we can 

to ensure that it continues to excite all who venture to our 

treasured home. 

 

Contributed by Mrs. Shelley John 
Director of Sales  

 Canada/St.Vincent & the Grenadines Tourism Office 

333 Wilson Avenue, Suite 601ƅToronto, Ontario, M3H 1T2 

P: 416 630 9292ƅF: 416 630 9291ƅToll Free: 1 866 421 

4452ƅCell: 416 575 1871 

e-mail: svgtourismtoronto@rogers.com 

             Dark View Falls  


